“WHAT KIND OF CHURCH IS [SOVEREIGN GRACE CHURCH]?” 
“_..we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God” (2 Cor 5:20) 


L was said of Spurgeon that no organization could really brand him and 
say he belongs to us! The Hypercalvinists called him an Arminian, the 
Arminians called him a Hypercalvinist, the legalists called him an antinomian, 
and the antinomians called him a legalist. The established churches hated him 
and the Baptists finally disowned him, but true believers of every persuasion 
loved him and understood his message. 


The natural man understands logical Calvinism. He can easily identify with 
the cooperative redemption presented in arminianism. He has no difficulty 
with modern fundamentalism! But the free gospel of the grace of God 
through the merits and death of the Lord Jesus Christ must be revealed to 
the heart by the Spirit of God. Barnard used to say, “Preachers are wrapping 
salvation up in a neat little package and selling it to unsuspecting men and 
women. Preachers are trying to present the great mysteries of redemption in 
language which the natural man can understand and approve of, so that he 
can make his peace with God and go on about his regular routine and 
fleshly pursuits.” 


Blessed is the preacher who can shut men up to free and sovereign grace, and yet 
lovingly, sincerely invite all men to look to Christ and be saved. Blessed is the 
preacher who knows that “salvation is of the Lord,” (Jonah 2:9) who has the 
patience to wait upon the Lord to regenerate, awaken and call his hearers, yet he 
prays for their deliverance, urges them to close with Christ, and beseeches them to 
“be reconciled to God.” Blessed is the preacher who can preach with equal force 
and confidence both the preservation and perseverance of believers [1 Peter 1:5]. 
He will not “turn away from us and we will not depart from Him.” Blessed is the 
preacher who can rejoice in imputed righteousness, “with His holy garments on, I 
am as spotless as His dear Son;” and yet along with his congregation hunger and 
thirst for spiritual growth and personal godliness. Blessed is the preacher who can 
find and preach both justification and sanctification at Calvary. We do not go to 
Calvary for justification and then to Sinai for sanctification. We are “complete in 
Him” (Colossians 2:10). Blessed is the preacher who can preach prophetical truth 
in such a way that his hearers are looking for the returning Christ and not only the 
return of Christ! Blessed is the preacher who administers believers’ baptism, 
presides at the Lord’s table, and oversees the business of the Lord’s church, not 
according to the “way we do it in our circles and according to our custom and 
tradition,” but according to the Word of God! It may be, if preachers and people 
return to the Scriptures, someone will ask, “What kind of church is [Sovereign 
Grace Church]? And we can answer, “It is the church of the Lord Jesus Christ 
which He loved and purchased with His own blood and of which He is the sole 
Head.” [AMEN!] — Henry Mahan 
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“Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the 
law, but by THE FAITH OF JESUS CHRIST, even we have 
BELIEVED IN JESUS CHRIST, that we might be 


justified by THE [FAITHFULNESS] OF CHRIST, and 
not by the works of the law: for by the works of 


the law shall no flesh be justified.” 
(Galatians 2:16, 3:10) 
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[Beloved,] ...the Christian hath now nothing to do with the law, as it 
thundereth and burneth on Sinai, or as it bindeth the conscience to wrath 
and the displeasure of God for sin; for from its thus appearing it is freed 
by faith in Christ. Yet it is to have regard thereto, and is to count it holy, 
just, and good, which that it may do, it is always, when it seeth or regards 
it, to remember, that He who giveth it to us [and kept it perfect for us 
through the doing and dying of His Son] is merciful, gracious, long- 
suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth [Isaiah 42:21, Exodus 
34:6-7]; “And the LORD passed by before [Moses], and proclaimed, The 
LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth, Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving 
iniquity and transgression and sin...” [AMEN!] — JB 


WELCOME 


SINNERS are welcome at Sovereign Grace Church. We are a local body of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. As you spend time with us, you’ll soon discover 
we’re an imperfect assembly, with an imperfect pastor, yet by God’s 
underserved grace, we preach, believe, and know the perfect gospel of our 
never failing Lord Jesus Christ. Reader, we call His name Jesus for He 
shall (not might, not maybe) rather He shall save His people from their 
sins. And beloved believing sinner you already know it! You are complete 
in Him, saved to the uttermost [Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 7:25]. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Happy Birthday! 
Hannah Mae Richards, August 22nd 


RESOURCES 


BE sure to visit our websites for gospel articles, live messages, and resources. 


GRACE ARTICLES 


“,..being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ...” 


HE law was given twice upon Mount Sinai, but the appearance of the LORD, 
when He gave it the second time, was wonderfully different from that of His, 
when at first He delivered it to Israel. When He gave it the first time, He caused His 
terror and severity to appear before Moses, to the shaking of his soul, and the dismaying 
of Israel: But when He gave it the second time, He caused all His goodness to pass 
before Moses, to the comfort of his conscience, and the bowing of his heart. 
When He gave it the first time, it was with thunderings and lightnings, with blackness 
and darkness, with flame and smoke, and a tearing sound of the trumpet: But when He 
gave it the second time, it was with a proclamation of His name to be merciful, gracious, 
long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, 
forgiving iniquity, transgressions, and sins. When He gave it the first time, Moses was 
called to go up to receive it through the fire, which made him exceedingly to fear and 
quake: But when he went to receive it the second time, he was laid in a cleft of the rock. 
From all which I gather, that, though as to the matter of the law, both as to its being given 
the first time, and the second, it binds the unbeliever under the pains of eternal damnation, 
(if he close not with Christ by faith,) yet as to the manner of its giving at these two times, I 
think the first doth more principally intend its force as a covenant of works, not at all 
respecting the LORD JESUS; but this second time not (at least in the manner of its being 
given) respecting such a covenant, but rather as a rule, or directory, to those who already 
are found in the cleft of the rock, Christ; for the saint himself, though he be without law to 
God, as it is considered the first or old covenant, yet even he is not without law to him as 
considered under grace, nor without law to God, but under the law to Christ. 
Though therefore it be sad with the unbeliever, because he only and wholly standeth under 
the law, as it is given in fire, smoke, in blackness, and darkness, and thunder, all which 
threaten him with etemal ruin if he fulfill not the utmost tittle thereof, yet the believer stands 
to the law under no such consideration, neither is he so at all to hear or regard it; for he is 
now removed from thence to the blessed mountain of Zion, to grace and forgiveness of 
sins; he is now, I say, by faith in the LORD JESUS, shrouded under so perfect and blessed a 
righteousness, that this thundering law of Mount Sinai cannot find the least fault or 
[imperfection] therein, but rather approveth and alloweth thereof, either when, or where- 
ever it find it. This is called the righteousness of God without the law, and 1s also said to be 
witnessed by both the law and the prophets; even the righteousness of God, which is by 
faith in Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe, for there is no difference. 
Wherefore, whenever thou who believest in JESUS doth hear the law in its thundering and 
lightning fits, as if tt would bum up heaven and earth, then say thou, I am freed from this law, 
these thunderings have nothing to do with my soul; nay, even this law, while it thus thunders 
and roareth, it doth both allow and approve of my tighteousness [Psalm 71:16]. I know that 
Hagar would sometimes be domineering and high, even in Sarah’s house, and against her, 
but this she is not to be suffered to do, nay, though Sarah herself be barren: wherefore serve it 
also as Sarah served her, and expel her out of thy house. [Beloved] my meaning is, when this 
law with its thundering threatenings doth attempt to lay hold on thy conscience, shut it out 
with a promise of grace; cry, The inn is taken up already, the LORD JESUS is here entertained, 
and here is no room for the law. Indeed if it will be content with being my informer, and so 
lovingly leave off to judge me, I will be content, it shall be my sight, I will also delight therein; 
but otherwise, I being now made upright without it, and that too with that nghteousness 
which this law speaks well of and approveth, I may not, will not, cannot, dare not, make it my 
saviour and judge, nor suffer it to set up its goverment in my conscience; for by so doing I 
fall from grace, and CHRIST JESUS doth profit me nothing. [AMEN!] — John Bunyan 


